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unable to put up a united resistance to the rising foreign
Powers. Even in the cultural field, the seventeenth and
the eighteenth centuries in India held no great promise.
In the economic sphere, while the Industrial Revolution
had transformed the face of Europe, India lagged behind,
still wedded to the traditional methods of agriculture and
to the manual skills in cottage and small-scale industries.
The renaissance in India began early in the nineteenth
century as a result of the impact with the West. Initially,
this impact with the resurgent West which had embarked
on a technological age, dazzled India and swept those who
came into contact with Western thought and life off their
feet. Soon, however, the lessons that the West had to
offer were assimilated and in various fields, social, cultural,
political and economic, genuine Indian movements of
regeneration commenced. The middle and the second half
of the nineteenth century in particular produced a galaxy
of outstanding men who acted as pioneers in diverse fields,
and initiated movements which lifted the country out of
the temporary morass of depression and despondency
which had engulfed her in the preceding centuries, These
movements continued through the first half of the twentieth
century until the stage was set for the emergence of India
on the 15th August, 1947, as a free and independent
country.
What was Romesh Chunder's part in the great movement
of regeneration of a country with a proud and ancient civi-
lisation? He was perhaps no pioneer, but his interests
were spread over a wide field and his contributions in many
of these fields were massive. What was the stage of deve-
lopment in each such field, what were his contributions
thereto and how did his work help in the future develop-
ments in that field? To answer these questions briefly,

